
Lord of the Flies Essay Questions 

On a separate piece of paper please choose ONE essay topic and write on it.  DUE BY 
THE END OF CLASS. 

•  Must be 1 page or more for full credit. 

• 3+ quotes are mandatory 

• Use proper citation, analysis, and explanation for full credit 

. 1 
In his introduction to William Golding's novel, novelist E.M. Forster suggests that 
Golding's writing "lays a solid foundation for the horrors to come." Using Forster's 
quote as a starting point, discuss how the novel foreshadows the murders of Simon and 
Piggy. Focus on two events or images from the novel's earlier chapters and describe 
how they anticipate the novel's tragic outcome. 
Answer: The weather on the island grows increasingly more hostile and ominous as the 
novel's plot unfolds, Piggy's name suggests that he will be killed like an animal, and so 
on.


. 2 Two major symbols in the novel are the conch shell and The Lord of the Flies (the 
pig's head on a stick). Analyze one or both of these symbols in terms of how they are 
perceived by the boys as well as what they symbolize for the reader. 
Answer: The conch shell represents liberal democracy and order, as endorsed by Ralph 
and Piggy. The Lord of the Flies tends to represent an autocratic or a primitive order. 
Note the "exchange" of these objects at the novel's conclusion when the conch is 
smashed in Jack's camp and Ralph uses part of the Lord of the Flies as a weapon. 

. 5 
The children stranded on the island are all boys, and female characters are rarely 
discussed. How does this matter for the novel? 
Answer: Gender difference is not explicitly discussed or represented in the novel, 
although femininity is symbolically present in the novel's representations of nature. 
Some of the male characters are "feminized" by the other boys when they are 
considered un-masculine or vulnerable. In a boys' choir, many boys have high voices 
that can sing parts normally reserved for females. It is unclear whether Jack's tribe 
would have become so violent (and nearly naked) if girls of the same age were on the 
island.


